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N a new and isolated community where its diverse elements
are still in a state of flux the grist finding its way to the general
practitioner's mill comes to him in the raw, without having been
sorted for kind or quality. Most of it is good, and portions are
perhaps questionable or even worthless, but whether good, bad
or indifferent, he must grind it all with skill and patience; there
is no better mill available to which it can be sent.
In terms of disabilities, he knows some of them are beyond
his aid, and others not worth the effort spent in remedying them,
and he often wonders why the desire to have them remedied is so
strong and persistent where life has so little to offer. I recall a
badly wounded murderer whom I kept alive for months, that he
might be executed by the state with due and brutal formality,
and another who, having nothing discernible to live for, died of
nothing less than unreasoning fear of death. Others die because
they fear to live.
Shortly after the gold-rush, James Black came down from the
interior to settle in our midst, bringing with him a young wife,
a pleasing personality, a soft southern drawl, and considerable
cash he had made in mining ventures up around Dawson,
Presently he began clerking in a lawyer's office; within a year
he had passed the examination and was admitted to the bar, and
soon had built up a lucrative practice. A number of men about
town had known him in Dawson and spoke well of him; his wife
was a friendly girl whom everyone liked; they soon occupied
prominent places in the community.
I knew him well over a period of many years: a slightly built,
modest and-very able man with a shock of white hair contrasting
strongly against heavy black brows and deep, soulful brown eyes>
which at times seemed to be probing the world's most grievous
tragedies. Shrewd, but never sly, genial, but not jovial, a loyal
friend, devoted husband and father, he gained and held the
respect of all who knew him.
For several years Mrs, Black and their daughter Ruth, a puny
child then about eight years of age, had spent a part of each wiater